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TTACK!

‘Here I am, ready to give up my life for The One,
Here I am, ready to pour out my heart for The Son,

Here I Am, Here I Am, Here ] Am... For the Son’
Michael W. Smith

January 2006

Our two inside clogs lay s]ccping Fihcullg })9 the bccl, Frcqucnt, low grow]s coming from their throats. l
tossed and turned and mumbled at them to be quiet and go to sleep. Jt was the middle of the niglﬁt; the air
was still and quiet other than the screech of crickets outside my window. The dogs continued thcirgrowls
and grumb]ing 50 l turned over, Pu”ing my Pi”ow over my head.

| fell back as]ccp onlg to be awakened a short time later })9 more Pcrsistcnt grow]ing. Both clogs were
now Prow]ing rcst]css]y around the house. Thc chickens roosting in a pen outside the house hacljoinccl in
the fuss, squawking and c]ucking. Fearing a night visit }35 common Preda’cors, bush cats or snakes looking
for eggs, ] groggilg Pu”ed mysehc out of bed. Judy and the twins were trave]ing back from Canada and ]
didnt want to meet her with news of her pet chickens }Jcing s]auglﬂtcrcd in the niglﬂt. ] shushed Odic and
Anna, our inside clogs and clraggccl myscllc across the bedroom and out to the front door. l turned the ]oci(,
the click sounding loud in the niglﬁ’c air. | PUS!"lCd the door open.

As ] took a step outside the butt of a hand gun came smashing down on the side of my head. [ands
wrenched the door open and ] was forced back inside with a machete in my face. Men Pourccl into the
house 9euing at me to give up my weapon. Tlﬁey forced me up against the dining room table and three times
’clﬁeg 96”6& at me to give up my weapon. ln shock l stammered that l didn’t have one. “We know you are
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lying.

Jackcts in both our vchic]cs, a Protcc’cion Jucly and ] both wear when going to town so we aren’t harassed })9

tfﬁcy 96”6& at me ancljammccl their weapons in my Facc, Pinning me in Placc. Tlﬂcy had seen mi]itary
bribe~seei<ing Police. T!ﬁey Presumed that we were mili’cary so of course we had weapons as well.

Thcg started 9clling at me to tell them where the safe was. Sturmccl, my }Doclg slﬁaking vio]cnt]y and head
Pouncling, l couldn’t answer. ]Sotfﬂ clogs were Fcrocious]y barking and snar]ing, kccping the men confined to
the dining room and office area. One of them turned and saw a square form in the dark, on the floor near
the dining room table. “Thcre itis, there itis” he 96”@& above the din of the dogs barking. They )Corgot
about me momcntari]y and grabbcd the saFC, Piling my ]aPtoP on top of it as two of them strugglccl to carry
it out the door. A]ong with it went our Printcr, other office cquiPmcnt and suPP]ics, angtlﬂing H’ICH could
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grab as t}'ley ran. As soon as t}'ley steppcd out the cloor] stumbled to it and locked it so tl—leg couldn’t
come back inside. | he house was Pitch dark as we don’t run our generator at night. Both dogs were going
crazy and my heart was beating like it would come right out of my chest. ] could barely comPrehend what
hadjus’c haPPencd and would have tl—lought it all a bad dream except for the tl—lrobbing on the side of my
head where t}'le had beaten me. | tried to still the clogs that refused to settle down. | collaPscd ona clining
room chair, be!atec”g griPPing a baseball bat in one hand and a cattle Procl in the other, both weapons we

keeP near the door in case of intruders. l sat there shaking for two hours, comP!etelg in shock.
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Once the skg began to !ig}wten l forced mgsellc to search for my mobile Phone and called down to the
Chi!c}ren’s f"‘lome at the other end of our 10 acre comPound, to let them know what had haPPenec}. Once ]
confirmed that the thieves were gone, and it was safe for them to come out, the house Parents came up to
see me. We went outside togethcr and discovered that the group of thieves had begun their destruction
before theg had reached our front door. The door of my Land Rover was hanging open, the interior a
mess of broken P!astic and wires where theg had wrenched the dash apart and tried to hotwire it. Polts lay
scattered in the drivewag from the driveshaft oFJudy’s | and Cruiser. Thcg had spent considerable time
trging to remove it. Fapers and our office suPPlics lag strewn across the ground, leading up to our 10 foot
cement comPound wall. |n the oPPosite direction were more clrag marks and chiPs off the top of the wall
where the men had somehow lifted the safe over. A few hundred feet away, down our hi”g drivewag lag my
motorbike where tl’]Cﬂ had abandoned it- being fartoo l—leavy for them to Pusl'], the locked comPouncl gate
Preventing them from taidng it away. Over the wa”, in the buslﬁ, we found many discarded items. ] Pickccl up
my computer bag and my heart sank as | discovered it was empty. [Tarther over in the bush | discovered my
laPtoP laging face down and covered with dirt and leaves. We also found the Printer and other things, clirty
and tramplcd on.

We gatherecl evergthing up and carried it back to the house. \We sat together in stunned silence.
Fighting back nausea and Fear, ] recounted what l could remember of the attack. As l talked with the house

Parents a few tl—lings bccamc clear to us.



T he first, most obvious was the fact that | was alive. Armed robberies }35 rebel soldiers wanclcring back
from | iberia and ( ote d'|voire are becoming Frequent and almost common P]ace inside ['reetown and in

almost every instance theg shoot and icxll the homeowners.

T he second fact was that the men had been outside our home for sometime — trying to steal the vehicles

and/or parts off them which are quite valuable around [Treectown.

Another thing was that this attack was well Plarmecl as we found our two outside clogs to’ca”g
incapacitated }33 drugs. The robbers were in a tremendous hurrg to get out of the house and off the
Property. Because we are out in the middle of nowhere, there would be no reason for them to hurry 50 they
had to be aware that the PBritish militarg have taken care of us in the past and could be at our comPound in
5 minutes. Thcg had Probablg spent time watching our comPound.

All our animals had been restless and Fussy since ear]y evening, T he attack haPPenedjust before 4am.
Were the men waiting outside all night or did the animalsjust sense that something was going wrong?

T hese men came speciﬁcallg looking for the safe. | had Purchascd it that very dag downtown [ rectown.
lt appears that this was set up — the company sells the safes and then sends men back after it, hoPeFung
filled up with Peop]e’s valuables. A” the years that we have lived in Sierra | eone, we have lived without a
safe. We had another system that worked quite well however an ePisoclc with some of our Dove kids the
month before had convinced us that we would be more resPonsible if the money was harder to get at.
Banks are not safe to use so funds need to be kePt at the house. The kids had gotten a copy of our

house keg and had stolen many dollars worth of medicines, our Persona] belongings and cash.

| was sudclenly sick to my stomach with the realization that inside the safe was almost $20,000 (S dollars
worth of oPerating funds for the orphanage, building funds for our school and guest house, cash from the
sale of our big utilitg truck, Christmas money for the Dove kids and Persona] support. lt was all gone with
the safe.

A]ong with the horrors of the armed robberg was the realization of many Hessings - l was traumatized but
alive. T he things that these men do to women are too horrid to mention but at the time of the robbery Judg



and the twins were being held up in | ondon 133 a failed airP]anc engine. | hadmt yet had time to install the
safe angwhere in the house, so it was sitting in the dining room, in full view so the men were easi!g satisfied
and were out of the house quicklg. Because of lack of power and with a full moonjust Passed, the house
was very dark, kccping the men from seeing other items that would have caused them to ransack the entire
house. Qur two inside dogs kcpt outside the reach of the men’s weapons but putupa big cnough fuss with
snar!ing and trying to bite that the men were also discouraged from going further in to the house.

We have to ask wl—13 this had to haPPen, csPecia“3 aF’ccr] was robbed in my vehicle earlier in the yearas
well. ] dor’t think for a minute that (God minds us asking. At the same time we have to focus on the
blessings and the obvious fact that [ e kePt His hand on me the entire time as well. | feel like | have failed,
losing so much money that was intended for the work of Dove even though reason tells me that there was
notl—]ing ] could have done to Prevent the robberg. lt was well P]armcd and executed. 5icrra Leonc is rated
as one of the worst countries in the world to live in. Judg and | cer’cainlg know from Pcrsonal cxPcrience that
it is one of the toughest to live and work in. But in all this we can tell you that (God called us here for a
reason. | he children of Sierra | cone have no voice if we are not theirvoice. We do not know how we will
manage with the loss of money being 50 l—lugc but we do know that we will stay. l’c is cxtreme]g difficult but
with God's l’lC]P we will persevere. Jcsus gave His life for us. ]’c is the least we can for Him. H: yougeta
chance, listen to “fere | Am.” |tis on Michael W. Smith’s album ‘Hea!ing Rain [f you can commit to
Praging regu!arlg forus Please send us your email address and we will add you to our list. ]t is our Po!icg to
not ask for financial hclp but iFgou feel able to l’lClP us with reP]acing any part of the money, there is an

cnvclopc includcd or you may donate througlﬁ our wcbsite.
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Ne!son’s [House at Dove’s \/i”age of Hope for Childrcn



