


At a 
Glance
DOVE is situated on a 12-acre 
compound near Freetown in Sierra 
Leone, on land owned by the 
organization. Our plantation grows 
many kinds of fruit and vegetables. 
The children’s accommodation has 
a separate kitchen and bathrooms, 
and the school is situated near the 
children’s home. Staff housing is 
separated from the children’s home by 
the generator house and storehouses. 
The compound is situated on the side 
of a mountain at a high elevation, 
which keeps it cool at night. It is 
rugged and beautiful with many 
species of wild life and birds living in 
the interior jungle of the compound. 
DOVE also has its own free range 
‘zoo’ with sheep, dogs, deer, rabbits, 
armadillos, and chickens. The local vet 
keeps an interest in our animals and 
keeps them in good health. 

Some of the children begin their day 
with an hour and a half jog with Judy, 
the Executive Director. The children 
have breakfast together around their 
kitchen table with their mentors, 

which are some of the young adults 
who have grown up in the DOVE 
program. The children attend English 
school all day, 5 days a week with 
a North American home schooling 
program. They receive many extra 
classes as well, depending on staffi ng 
and their skills and qualifi cations.

Currently, the kids are treated to 
cultural workshops taught by locals 
and funded by an American Non-
Government Organization. They have 
excelled in African dance, singing, art, 

tie dying, and drama. The children 
recently fi nished a History class about 
slavery. We took them through the 
mini-series ‘Roots’ and they have 
learned how slavery is part of their 
heritage. The class wrapped up with a 
boat trip to Bunce Island, where many 
of their ancestors from Sierra Leone 
were forced onboard ships bound 
to Europe and America and sold into 
slavery. DOVE believes strongly in 
teaching the children about their 
history.

All the children have daily chores 
and are actively involved to make 
sure DOVE runs smoothly. Kelsey, our 
homeopathic nurse, oversees the 
children’s health care. We also have 
access to a hospital and pediatrician 
who has vowed to care for our kids. 
Our children are strong and healthy 
because of the good diet they receive 
and rarely need the doctor. 

Our family atmosphere attracts many 
community members. DOVE is in high 
standing in the community. We have 
several young children as neighbours 
who would have died if DOVE had not 
come to their medical aid. Our DOVE 
children are involved in community 
sports, church, and other activities. 
The chief of the village next to ours 
has formally and publicly thanked us 
for our work in the community. 

Where Are The Kids Now?
Since DOVE’s establishment 11 years ago, the children and youth have worked hard towards 
achieving their goals. The biggest challenge when we fi rst started working with the kids was 
to help them heal from their emotional ‘war wounds.’ Art and drama therapy, singing, teaching 
animal care, hugs, and tears have all led up to the well adjusted, happy children they are today. 
One of the great rewards to our caregivers is to see them reach forward – toward their dreams. 

In the beginning, the children could not grasp the concept that living as a DOVE child meant 
they could dream and that dreams do come true. The children were robbed of their childhood 
because of the brutal civil war and they were incapable of dreaming for a future. Ten years of war 
meant a huge lapse in their education.  Life involved fi nding food for the day and a place to sleep 
where they were safe.  

Katimu, now a young adult, is attending Nursing School in Freetown while she completes Junior High School. Salma 
and Samuel K. are completing computer-training skills that will enable them to eventually teach in DOVE’s own computer 
training centre.  Rugi, Mariama and Bintu are being taught how to run the administrative and physical care side of the 
children’s home.  Alex and CP are preparing to go to England for recruitment into the British Army – a dream for both 
of them. With the departure of the two young men there is great hope but 
also sadness.  As the DOVE family begins this separation, they are clinging to 
each other and the home they have, but realize that this is their chance for 
the future they have dreamed of.  Please pray for all of us when the 
separation happens. 

All of the children are still attending regular school, catching up on the years 
they missed during the war.  If asked today what they want to be when they 
grow up - you will get shy answers, answers that sometimes change on a 
weekly basis, but they are working hard towards achieving their dreams. 
Has DOVE made a difference in the lives of these children?  YES WE HAVE!  
The partnership that we have with donors has ensured that we can 
keep our promises to these kids.   We need your help to continue the 
children’s dreams. Please give generously.

Going High Tech
One of the donors of DOVE is Nation’s Cry, which has held a fundraiser to help us with our 
ongoing efforts of building a school and set up a computer lab so our children can attend 
CYBER SCHOOL. What an amazing concept for us, sitting out here on the side of a mountain, 
surrounded by jungle. The computers will be powered by solar energy and will open up a broad 
future for the children. At the moment the children and youth at DOVE are sharing 6 laptops 
and we recently had an NGO who came from California to teach them the basic computer skills 
and literacy. If you would like to help towards this project by buying solar panels, 
batteries, computers or would like DOVE to have your name in its new building, 
please contribute on our website or by calling our home offi ce. 
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A Report About My Life in D.O.V.E 
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